The 2009 Kuala Lumpur Higher Education Declaration
This Declaration is based on a statement delivered by 180 Vice-Chancellors to the 17th Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers (17CCEM) meeting in Kuala Lumpur in June 2009.
Introduction
Universities throughout the Commonwealth provide both public as well as private benefit. They are essential to:

1. develop and disseminate knowledge, and to increase public

understanding about global issues, including sustainable development,

climate change, food security and financial systems;

2. encourage a spirit of global citizenship based on mutual respect and

understanding, thereby helping to promote a cohesive society;

3. contribute to economic growth through the creation of a skilled

workforce and new products and services, developed through research

and applied through knowledge transfer.

1: The impact of the global recession
We, Vice-Chancellors from across the Commonwealth, recognise the very

serious challenges that the world economic recession presents to

governments, to organisations and to individuals who will have to re-skill and

adapt to succeed.

We call upon Commonwealth Ministers of Education to:

A. agree that higher education, through teaching and learning,

research and knowledge transfer, will be a key driver in taking

countries out of recession;

B. recognise that the provision of higher level skills to students of all

ages prepares them with the adaptability to thrive in the new order;

C. give priority to providing adequate funding for higher education,

including lifelong and part-time learning, and to facilitating access

to all who can benefit.

2: Commitment to the Millennium Development Goals and to Education

for all;
We are convinced that none of the Millennium Development Goals can be

achieved without a thriving higher education system. This is essential to

address the chronic shortage of qualified teachers at all levels and of other

professionals needed to research alternative strategies, and to formulate,

implement and evaluate programmes to meet the MDGs. Moving beyond

these goals, we believe that this generation will collectively determine whether

life on our planet (at least as we know it) survives. As educators, and people

concerned with education, we have a critical role to play in fostering,

supporting, encouraging and above all equipping our students and staff with

the values and skills necessary to cope with such a challenge.

We call upon Commonwealth Ministers of Education to:

A. acknowledge the essential role of higher education in the

achievement of sustainable development, including the Millennium

Development Goals;

B. take a holistic view of education – moving primary, secondary,

tertiary and lifelong education forward together;

C. take special cognisance of the differential regional challenges

including the unique problems of small island states.

3: Gender and equality of access
We are committed to equality of access to the opportunities provided by

higher education, both in the places offered to students and the staffing

(including management and leadership positions).

We call upon Commonwealth Ministers of Education to:

Ensure that higher education is available to all who would benefit from

it regardless of gender and other areas of inequity.

4: Contribution of ICT and ODL
We recognise that the necessary expansion of higher education will require

greatly increased use of technology. This is needed for both an expansion of

the open university model and in “face to face” institutions. ODL must be

encouraged for those who cannot travel to study, for the change in emphasis

from instruction to student learning, for modernisation of teaching materials

(including the use of Open Educational Resources) and for research

collaboration. Ready access to broadband is essential.

We call upon Commonwealth Ministers of Education to enable the

development of ICT, OER and ODL through:

A. the provision of broadband access as an educational imperative to

the whole of the Commonwealth;

B. the investment in equipment and training of the necessary

technicians; and

C. ensuring reliable power supplies which make the use of this

technology possible.

5: The role of partnerships
Partnerships are an essential part of our work in universities, including those

with employers and with a variety of voluntary groups. International

collaboration in research is essential, especially in a world in which so many

problems are multi-dimensional. The greatly respected Commonwealth

Scholarships scheme is a special form of partnership and the alumni and their

institutions provide a Commonwealth-wide network. To be sustainable,

partnerships should be equitable and beneficial to all.

We call on Commonwealth Ministers of Education to:

A. facilitate the internationalisation of higher education by encouraging

universities to join partnerships and networks;

B. support the proposed expansion of Commonwealth scholarships to

diversify the range of countries receiving Commonwealth scholars;

C. encourage multi-national and multi-disciplinary research

partnerships which address global problems.

6: Respect and understanding
We believe that respect and understanding is developed through free

academic enquiry and expression which encourages a diversity of views.

We call on Commonwealth Ministers of Education to:

Defend the principles of free academic enquiry and expression.

Specific areas of focus
We call upon Commonwealth Ministers of Education to:

Foster a strong and sustainable university sector by:

A. ensuring that there are appropriate processes for accreditation

of universities as Governments have a responsibility to remove

bogus universities and to protect students and the public;

B. ensuring that universities have access to adequate funding for

teaching, research and community engagement. It is

particularly important that funding per student is not damagingly

diminished as a result of the expansion of student numbers;

C. maintaining the appropriate balance between university

autonomy and public accountability.
